PROGRESS OF MEDICAL SCIENCE.
In larger doses the face becomes flushed, a severe headache is experienced, accompanied with a feeling of fulness, singing in the ears, flashes before the eyes, and all the symptoms of an increased supply of blood to the brain. On account of this effect on the cerebral circulation, care should be taken in ad¬ ministering the remedy to the aged, as the sudden expansion of the cerebral vessels might cause a rupture of their weakened calcureous walls.
In case of a poisonous dose of nitroglycerine having been taken, we should select as antidotes such drugs as act in au opposite manner upon the vaso¬ motor nerves. Our object should be to cause contraction of the arterioles.
The most desirable agents for this purpose are strychnine, ergot, and atropine.
These agents should be given subcutaneously.
In comparing alcohol, ether, and nitroglycerine we find that in all three there is, first, a period of excitement, when the heart beats quicker and fuller, and the brain, from increased supply of blood, is more active. In all three this first stage or effect is followed by a second effect, a stage of unconscious¬ ness. With ether this first stage is soon reached and passed, and the second stage-that of unconsciousness-is rapidly entered. With alcohol the first period is of longer duration, larger quantities of the drug and a greater length of time being required to pass from the first stage into that of the second stage.
Nitroglycerine, compared to the rapidity of action of the other two drugs, enters the first stage almost instantly, and the stage of unconsciousness only after a poisonous dose is taken. Nitroglycerine should be preferred to alco¬ hol in every case of emergency, because it acts with greater rapidity, can be given during unconsciousness, one drop is equal to an ounce of brandy, and it cannot create or arouse a slumbering appetite for the drug.
Cases are reported in full of the use of this remedy in angina pectoris, faint¬ ness during a minor surgical operation, rapid prostration in typhoid fever, in opium poisoning, in unemic coma, in nephritis; benefit has been observed in chronic inflammation of the kidneys from the use of nitroglycerine. Its use is further suggested in persons apparently dead from drowning. In all such cases nitroglycerine would be of great benefit, heat to the body and the ex¬ pansion of the chest not being neglected.-Lancet, June 22 aod 29, 1889.
Mercurial Salts as Diuretics.
The use of large doses of cnlomel in cases of dropsy has attracted great attention, especially on the Continent, but the mode of treatment has not beeu much in vogue in England. The reason for this lies in the fact that calomel has to be administered in such large doses as to produce stomatitis, which must be treated by astringent gargles, and to cause diarrhoea, rendering opium necessary. It is, perhaps, a question whether such severe effects do not coun¬ terbalance the diminution of the dropsy. It is not to be denied, however, that in Borne cases, especially of cardiac" dropsy, in which calomel is well borne, the ipode of treatment is decidedly beneficial. Jendra&sik stated that calomel was a diuretic only in cedematous conditions; but Biegarski has found that, if continued for a sufficient length of time in the healthy subject, it pro¬ duces in from two to ten days distinct diuresis. This last observer has also investigated the action in the smne direction of subcutaneous injections of corrosive sublimate and inunction of blue ointment. Both these produced
